In this paper, we present a common fixed point theorem for compatible mappings, which extends the results of Ding, Divlccaro-Sessa and the third author.
INTRODUCTION.
In [I] , the concept of compatible mappings was introduced as a generalization of commuting mappings. The utility of compatibility in the context of fixed point theory was demonstrated by extending a theorem of Park-Bae [2] .
In [3] , the third author extended a result of Singh-Singh [4] by employing compatible mappings in lleu of commuting mappings and by using four functions as opposed to three. On the other hand, Diviccaro-Sessa [5] proved a common fixed point theorem for four mappings, using a well known contractive condition of Meade-Singh [6] and the concept of weak commutativity of Sessa [7] .
Their theorems generalize results of Chang [8] , Imdad Khan [9] , Meade-Singh [6] , Sessa-Fisher [I0] and Singh-Singh [4] .
In this paper, we extend the results of Ding [II] , Diviccaro-Sessa [5] and the third author [3] . 
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It follows from (2.7) and (2.9) that
k+ By the triangle inequality, 
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Letting n [0, ) [0, ) by $(tl,t2,t3,t4,t5) h max[tl,t2,t3, (t4+ ts)} for all tl,t2,t3,t4,t 5 [0,) and h [0, I), we obtain a result of the third author [3] even if one function is continuous as opposed to two.
